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PINK ROT OF POTATOES 
By S. C. CHAMBERS, M.Sc, Plant Pathologist 
rvURING May, losses of potato tubers from Pink Rot were reported on several 
' " properties in the Dardanup, Harvey and Benger districts. 
Pink rot of potato is incited by 
the fungus Phytophthora erythroseptica 
Pethyb and was first recorded in Western 
Australia a t Harvey in 1946. It is favoured 
by warm wet conditions, but seldom be-
comes a problem on any property unless 
potatoes are grown on the same land 
annually for several years. 
SYMPTOMS 
Usually the organism invades tubers by 
way of the stolons and causes a firm, 
somewhat leathery decay. When cut and 
exposed to air, the affected tissue develops 
an intense salmon-pink colour within an 
hour, but later this gradually darkens to 
purplish-brown or nearly black. 
Sometimes the fungus attacks the roots 
and stem bases of potato plants causing a 
discoloration somewhat similar to that 
produced by the black-leg disease. A gen-
eral wilting also occurs, but these symp-
toms are often overlooked as they only 
appear late in the season when the plants 
are already beginning to die down 
naturally. 
SPREAD 
The disease is spread mainly by thick-
walled resting spores which are produced 
in large numbers in the affected tissue. 
These spores are discharged from the de-
caying tissue into the soil, where they may 
remain alive for several years and act as 
sources of infection for future potato crops. 
Section of tuber affected with pink rot. The darkened 
diseased portion was relatively normal in colour when 
first cut, but developed an intense salmon-pink dis-
coloration within an hour. 
Occasionally healthy tubers become in-
fected during storage, if soil adhering to 
them is contaminated and conditions of 
storage are extremely damp. However, 
there is little risk of spreading the disease 
by "seed" because the decay is so rapid 
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t h a t affected tubers rot completely before 
it is t ime to plant them. 
PREVENTION 
1. As the disease is soil-borne, a four-
year rotation should be practised on con-
taminated land. 
2. Use only clean seed and destroy 
diseased plants and tubers, preferably by 
burning, so as to prevent soil contamina-
tion. 
3. Where necessary improve the drain-
age of land which has borne a diseased 
crop. 
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the improved 
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utility buy 
— Q 
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right kind of styling for a vehicle that 
you want to do a real job of work 
for you. 
2. New Engine Features. Compression 
ratio is raised, now 7 to I, and a new 
camshaft ensures more miles between 
tappet adjustments. 
3. Low Cost Operating. You save with 
Holden's low first cost, trouble-free 
performance, good petrol economy and 
national-wide service. 
4. Long Life Construction. Holden is 
built for tough work. It has Aerobilt 
all-steel body construction proved 
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5. Roomy Payload Area. Floor length 
of the spacious load compartment is 
75.7 inches and width between wheel 
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